
 

  

 
November 2016 Newsletter 

 

Letter from the Chairman: 

You will be aware that the Club’s Mission Statement, shown on the notice board by the vending machine, 

includes the ambition to enable every member to reach the standard of bowling they are capable of 

achieving, together with a club bowler being selected to play at international level. Whilst we can set 

these goals it is only you that can achieve this. The opportunity to improve your bowling ability will he 

helped if you join the Improver Coaching course that is being held at 2.00 p.m. each Friday afternoon. 

This is the ideal situation for bowlers with a few years’ experience to develop their capability and I hope 

that more club members will join this coaching course, even if they cannot come along every week. On a 

very positive note Reece and Liam White have attended the England under 25 regional trials and Ros 

Constant has been selected to move beyond the initial regional trials to the main ladies’ selection event. 

Congratulations to all three club bowlers and we hope that we may have even more positive information 

to write in future newsletters regarding their progress to become international players. 

 

A reminder that the end of November is the cut-off date for entry into the club competitions. There are 

competitions for bowlers who are novices or have never won a club competition, as well as the more ex-

perienced bowlers in singles, pairs and triples formats. The Top Club competition is an event open to all 

outdoor clubs where teams of four initially play in a round robin format to determine which teams then 

play in the main or plate competition. Competitions are an important feature of the club and we hope that 

as many of you as possible will enter the competitions this year. 

 

We are experiencing some challenges with members, whilst complying with the rules as written, forget-

ting the spirit of league play e.g arranging postponed matches from September in April 2017. We will 

need to make the rules regarding playing postponed matches more restrictive in future and these are cur-

rently under discussion by the club’s management. 

 

We have been approached by Disability Bowls England and the BDA to become a guinea pig for the new 

bowls club disability kitemark. Part of this process is to have club members who have attended a disabled 

coaching course and a safeguarding course. These are both being held at the club on Saturday 15th Janu-

ary and I hope that a number of our coaches and members sign up for these two half day courses. With 

our commitment to inclusivity and the works to improve physical access for wheelchair bowlers we are 

well on the way to secure Disability Kitemark status and hope to be able to provide more positive news 

regarding this in the New Year. 

 

It has been interesting to recently read a consultant’s report on bowls that was commissioned by Sport 

England. This identified that very few bowls clubs have a Business Plan spelling out what the club aims 

to become and how it is going to achieve this. We are one of the exceptions and have been continuously 

updating our club Business Plan which linked with the Mission Statement have been fundamental to the 

club’s progress over recent years. A copy of the latest Business Plan is available for all members to read 

and is stored alongside other key club information on the shelf area by the bar. 

 

It seems that no sooner are we starting the main indoor season bowling indoors than we are planning the 

end of year events. This year’s club Christmas lunch is being held on Friday 9th December and is an ideal 

opportunity to start the seasonal activities with good food, singing and entertainment. If you have never 

been before why not let Angela know and come along and see for yourself the spirit of the club at its best. 

L.D.Toman 



 

  

200 Club Membership – Geoff Arnold 
Dear Members 

Thinking of that extra Christmas present!  Then join the 200 club for just £12 a year, pro rata for the re-

maining months. This gives the chance to win one of the three money prizes drawn at the end of each 

month.  Check the main noticeboard for winners.  Application forms are available from Reception. 

 

Coaching  

Improver Coaching has started and is on Friday afternoons at 2.10pm.  The sessions cover different as-

pects of bowls with opportunities to practice exercises for the skills that are appropriate to your level of 

bowling.  More information from Angela. 

 

Mixed Friendly Results - Cedric Gunson 

Sat Nov 19th BIBC 116 1/4/Greenbank 120  (6 rinks) 

Sun Nov 20th BIBC 128/Alexandra Park 84 (6 rinks) 

We have won 7, lost 2 and 2 cancelled from the start of the season. As we were short of players for our 

last two matches, I appeal for more Members, old and new, to come forward and put their names 

down on the availability sheets. 

 

Torquay Tour  20th/23rd January 2017 

A full quota of 58 are now fully signed up for our tour in January. 11 matches against Local Clubs and 

other Tourists are confirmed as well as an 8 rink match v ISCA (Exeter) on the Monday of our return. 

Team sheets etc will be circulated quite soon. 

Gala Day  Saturday January 14th 2017 

This is open to all bowlers with mixed teams, two ladies and two gents.  The entry fee includes rink fees, 

tea/coffee on arrival, hot/cold buffet lunch.  The winners will receive £120 and entry forms are available 

@ Reception to be returned by Tuesday 3rd January 2017. 

Special Note: Winterstoke Road Closure 

Travel to BIBC will be affected by the full road closure of Winterstoke Road from Ashton Gate Under-

pass to the roundabout with Barons Close/Wedlock Way from 8pm Saturday December 3rd to 8pm Sun-

day 4th December.  Please use alternative routes.  

Christmas Raffle 

The Christmas Raffle is now underway next to the bar area.  Ongoing donations are encouraged, 50p a 

go, prize winners will be drawn on Friday 16th December. 

Men’s v Ladies 
This highlight of the indoor season is taking place on Sunday 26th November, supporters are always wel-

come! 

 

Ladies Friendly Matches - Verna Alford 

So far the ladies have played 2 friendly matches winning against Bristol Arrow Ladies, 101 to 37, and 

losing to Cotswold 94 to 107.   

There are more ladies friendlies ahead for which we urgently need players.  So please add your names to 

the availability sheets in the changing room. 

 

Leagues – Steve Neal 

Please note: I can now be contacted with any queries via email - leaguemanager@bristolibc.co.uk 

Outstanding games 

51 games are outstanding for September and 20 games for October of which 22 are now booked on the 

rink schedule.  Well done to these teams for booking dates for their catch up matches.  For teams with 

outstanding games please book your catch up games as soon as possible. 

Teams looking for players 

A Thursday 4.15pm team is looking for players to cover health problems with their players.  Please offer 

your services via myself or Angela. 

mailto:leaguemanager@bristolibc.co.uk


 

  

 

BIBC Competitions – Tony Down 

Competition entries have been coming in thick and fast.  Remember the closing date for all entries is the 

30th November. 

BIBC Top Club Competition 

There are still some spaces for this interclub competition, entry forms at reception. 

 

National Competitions – Bob Johnson 

Competitive Matches  

Sat 5th Nov - The men played against Weston in the Denny Cup and narrowly lost their game by 2 shots.   

Sun 6th Nov - On Sunday we played the Top Club competition and that was against, you guessed it, Wes-

ton, this time we all played well and won well.  Next round is 8th January against Clarrie Dunbar.  An 

excellent weekend. 

 

Competitive Matches – Ladies - Verna Alford, Elaine Lewis and Sue Osborne 

Rosalyn Constant played in the Regional trial for England Ladies at Taunton Deane on Saturday 12th No-

vember 2016. She played very well and her marks were high enough for her to be selected for the full La-

dies Senior International Trial at Northampton & District IBC on Saturday 3rd December 2016. 

Good luck Ros in the next round. 

Yetton Plate 

Ladies Yetton Plate against Weston St Andrews on Saturday 5th November.  There was some confusion 

over the time of this competition.   We understood that it was at 10.am.  We were told on Friday evening 

that it was at 2pm.  After a lot of phone calls, made by Angela and Verna and with the cooperation of our 

ladies we managed to get the same team to play.  Thank you ladies. We had a nail biting game and finally 

won by 1 shot.  Well done to all the team.  The next round is against Isle of Wedmore on 19th November.   

Thank you to all who represented your club in these competitions. 

Yetton Plate Update 

Sat 19th Nov - We played the Isle of Wedmore, in the plate competition.  It was a new venue for most of 

us.  It was a great team effort and we beat them overall by 24 shots.  A great result and the next game, 

round three, will be against Thornbury on 10th Dec.   

Vivienne Trophy  

Due to lack of support, a team for this game cannot be raised and BIBC selectors have conceded the 

match.  The main people who would play in this game cannot as the rules are that players cannot play in 

the Yetton and Vivienne.  BIBC only had 1 triple home and 1 triple away and needed 2.   

 

Sundry Items 

Receptionist 

Unfortunately, due to ill health, John Barrand is unable to volunteer on Reception for the time being.  

BIBC is looking for volunteers to help on reception on Monday mornings and Wednesdays.  We look for-

ward to hearing from you. 

Lockers 

As you will have noticed a check on lockers is being carried out to determine lockers that are occupied 

but unpaid and lockers that are available for hire.    

Membership Cards  
If you haven’t already done so, please collect your membership card from the box on reception. 

Membership Check 

Please have your membership card at hand as there will be membership checks over the next few weeks 

on entry to the club.  If you do not have your membership card, names are checked against the member-

ship list. 

Rink Session Change Overs 

The information on easing the congestion on these occasions has been well circulated.  We ask that 

members comply with the new procedures to help avoid any avoidable accidents. 



 

  

 

Xmas Lunch 

BIBC Xmas Lunch is on Friday 9th December 12.30 for 1.00pm. 4 courses with all the 

trimmings for £15 for members and friends with a free no expense spared BIBC panto as 

an added extra.   

 

Junior Jersey Fund Raising 

Could the winners of prizes in the Junior "jersey fundraising" raffle please pick up their prizes from the 

"junior table" under the television please. The winners are:  Mike Porter, Alan Jones, J Cahill, Jan Hum-

phries, J Cox and Ray Humphries.  Thanks to everyone for their continued support, the raffle raise £110!! 

 

JJFR Continued - Peter Bissett  

Peter Bissett is at BIBC Saturday mornings and is Grandfather of one of our Juniors.  He started writing 

very young, mainly poetry, and wrote stories for his children as they grew up. Now retired, Peter is able to 

indulge his passion for writing and has 9 books published in paperback and on Amazon in the Kindle 

format, covering a wide range of genres for children and for adults, including collections of short stories. 

Peter has offered to sell some of his books in aid of the Juniors at BIBC to help raise funds for the Jersey 

trip.  

 

 
 

For children: 
Just Four Dogs is a collection of fictitious stories, written for children, about four real dogs that meet and 

play together regularly.  The nine stories tell tales of what might happen should these good friends be left 

to their own devices and the mischief they may cause. 

More Four Dogs is the sequel to Just Four Dogs with more tales about Tilly, Sasha, Freddie and Bernard. 

Mr Mole the Greenkeeper - Mr. Mole is the Greenkeeper of the local village Golf Club. He does, however, 

have a big problem; mounds of earth are appearing everywhere. A different little group of stories, all inter-

connecting, that both reader and listener should find entertaining. 

For older children and adults: 

Cat Kisses and Dog Breath comprises two intertwining stories. One of a prize Persian cat that escapes the 

house for the first time and the dog side is Deefer, a stray bearded collie cross. The family that take him in 

realise almost at once that this dog has a certain gift. Deefer will make you smile, he might even make you 

feel a little sad. 

For adults: 
The Journey Back has two stories, set in the present day and back in Napoleonic times. Featuring Jane 

Mitchell who is involved in a car crash that leaves her clinging to life and a young girl who, in the past, is 



 

  

sent is sent to look after an important French prisoner, General Jean-Andoche Junot, who is imprisoned on 

Steepholm. They run parallel until the past catches up with the future bringing a dramatic conclusion. 

Ghost Stories 2 Die 4 (14 short stories, some humorous, some a little unnerving ), A Cocktail Full of 

Words (A concoction neatly blended with a sprinkling of humour, a small splash of sadness, stirred to-

gether with a large amount of escapism).  Beam Me Up God (a varied selection of short stories with a 

common theme running through them)  

Trousers Round My Ankles. When Stephen Hamilton unexpectedly meets the love of his life, things 

suddenly just seemed to become more and more complicated. The wedding plans were quick and well 

organised by his bride to be, and life was good, no problem at all, that was until he was introduced to the 

bridesmaids, that’s when the complication began. And then there is Grace of course, even Stephen couldn’t 

have imagined what meeting Grace would be like. This book tells of one young man’s bawdy romp to the 

altar. 

 

Dates for your diary: 

27th November Ladies v Gents 2pm  

30th November Final date for Competition and BIBC Top Club entries 

3rd/4th December Winterstoke Road Closure 8pm Saturday to 8pm Sunday 

9th December Xmas Lunch 12.30 for 1pm 

24th December to 2nd January inclusive BIBC closed 

31st December Steve’s New Year Party for members and friends 

14th January 2017 Gala day 

 

For more club information: http://www.bristolindoorbowls.org.uk/  

Follow up national competition information on the EIBA web site:  http://www.eiba.co.uk/  

For photographs visit: http://www.flickr.com/photos/bristolindoorbowls/albums 

Facebook: Bristol Indoor Bowls Club 

Twitter: @bristolibc 
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