
 

  

                          

 
 
 
 
 

October 2015 Newsletter 
Letter from the Chairman: 

 

The club is now in full swing with all the regular bowling, coaching and social activities with some more 

being planned. Its good to see the many new members settling into the club and we hope that you enjoy your 

bowling and social activities. 

 

It was good to see the number of bowlers who supported this year’s Bowls Drive excellently organised by 

our club captain Cedric Gunson. Six of these were new members* and two of them won prizes. Three peo-

ple all scored 28 points and on count back Marian Ansell came out the winner with Bob Griffiths* runner up 

and John Conroy third. Christine Kendrick won the most ‘colourfully dressed’ prize and Trevor Hounslow* 

the best new member prize. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The club coaches have been, and continue to be, very busy helping novice bowlers through their initial 

bowling phase. The Friday afternoon Bowls Improver Coaching course is now underway. A first day video 

session was introduced this year to help identify how each bowler could improve their delivery.  

 

It is encouraging that five club members will be attending this year’s BDA level 1 coaching course being 

held at the club. We are currently finalising arrangements for a disabled bowlers coaching course to be held 

soon.  

 

Over 70 new members have joined the club so far this season and to date we are matching the rate of new 

membership of last year. We will shortly be ascertaining how many members have not rejoined, and why, 

and also establishing the reason why the new members have joined, to help us target our future marketing.  

 

Partly to cater for the number of new members in recent years, but open to all members, an additional um-

brella session (turn up as individuals and play in teams with others) is starting from 3rd November to be 

played at 12.00 each Tuesday morning. In addition we are seeking teams interested in a new triples league 

on Fridays at 14.05. Anybody interested in playing in either of these new opportunities can either turn up on 

a Tuesday or sign up on the notice board for the triples league.   

For players interested in joining the Wednesday afternoon singles league now is the time to join in as we are 

coming to the end of the 1st round robin stage.  

The Bowls Drive 



 

  

Similarly the Monday afternoon New Member’s Australian Pairs league can accommodate new teams 

throughout the season after each round robin stage. 

 

It is encouraging to see the increased use of the club’s catering facilities by club members. We produce a 

weekly report showing bar and catering income, together with a comparison to the previous year, and cur-

rently sales for both are ahead of last year. The new lagers and beer appear to be as popular as the discontin-

ued lines with San Miguel lager a particular favourite at private functions held at the club. 

 

Thanks are due to Margaret Ford and Nigel Green for their vision and hard work improving the front bor-

ders at the club. John Marshall has offered some extremely competitive prices for the building materials and 

some of you may have seen him delivering these to the club. 

 

The new lockers have now been installed in the gents changing room and already we have a waiting list for 

more. We have established where thirty more lockers can be fitted and these have been ordered. If you want 

a locker please contact Angela in the office as supply will be on a “first come first served” basis. 

 

The new storage units have now been installed in the bowls shop allowing an improved display of bowls 

shop items and the club shirts. The ladies shirts have now arrived and the men’s should be with us within the 

next couple of weeks.  

 

Some of you will be aware that Bristol South Rotary hold their weekly meeting at the club each Thursday 

evening. They have very generously donated £1,000 sponsorship towards the new junior travel tracksuits, 

which we are now in the process of ordering. This situation provides the opportunity to order a different 

style of adult bowls jacket in the club colours and we anticipate a sample being available within the coming 

weeks.  

 

The present deputy club coordinator, Josie Webber, has recently been offered additional work at her previ-

ous employer so is unable to continue in her club paid role. We have appreciated her support and are pleased 

that Josie will be continuing with her voluntary support. Adverts have been placed on the main notice board 

for a replacement. In the winter this role allows the Club Coordinator one day off per week. In the summer it 

covers the periods when the Club Coordinator is on holiday. The role requires a person with good inter per-

sonal skills as well as the ability to use a computer. Job share is a possibility if that suits applicants better. 

 

The club is always looking for volunteers to replace those who step down each season. Help in the kitchen 

(not the cooking) and behind the bar are currently areas where the club would appreciate more support. If 

you have a few hours a week, possibly before or after a game, where you could help please speak to the 

Club Coordinator, Angela 

 

It is pleasing to see the number of league postponed matches being played ensuring that they are played 

within the “six week to rearrange” rule. Checks are also now underway to ensure that all players in league 

teams have paid their subscriptions otherwise league points will be deducted for each match these “non 

members” have played. We are never sure whether it is a question of memory lapse or a “try on” but sadly 

these checks always establish a few problems! 

 

John Horsted very generously collected the new bowls wheelchairs from Portishead and then transported 

them to Leeds and back after the motors were fitted there. We have discovered that the existing ramp surface 

prevents the smooth bowls wheelchair wheels from gripping when travelling up the ramp. We are in the 

process of acquiring a nonslip ramp to allow rink access and egress. Once this arrives we will test the motor-

ised wheelchairs but at the moment there remains the possibility that these wheelchairs may not be driven on 

and off the green but have to be accessed when on the green - watch this space! 

 

We have received disturbing news that a bowler at a different Somerset indoor club recently suffered a ma-

jor migraine attack, requiring paramedic support, caused by an opponent using Aero Trifecta bowls. We re-

main in contact with the EIBA on this matter and are anticipating an addendum statement from them shortly 



 

  

identifying the bowls that are deemed to create a health risk and the opportunity for all people with these 

bowls to exchange them for aero bowls that do not create a health risk. 

 

The club’s competitive bowls season is now underway. It is good to now see some of our junior girls play-

ing in the ladies national competitive matches whilst the junior men continue to enjoy the experience of 

playing in the Somerset and Wessex leagues. Good luck to all of our members in their individual and team 

national competitions. 

 

The club are hosting their first ever junior under 18 tournament on December 6th. Despite coordinating this 

date with Somerset  it now clashes with the Somerset School of Excellence qualifying event at Taunton 

Deane. We hope to resolve this matter shortly as we are keen to run this tournament if possible. 

 

I always start this letter anticipating it will be “short and sweet” but with such a busy club it is important to 

keep everyone up to speed on what is happening and planned.  

 

Enjoy your bowling. 

Lewis Toman 

 

Mixed Friendly Captain -  Cedric Gunson 

Good to say that so far we have won the first 4 of our weekend friendly matches.  Please add your availabil-

ity to the forms on the board, especially new members and novices. 

 

Torquay Tour – Jan 22nd/24tth 2016. This is becoming a popular annual event and at present we have ac-

commodation spaces for two couples (sorry no singles).  Novices/new members welcome to join us. There is 

more information available at Reception or directly from me.  I will be closing the list on November 14th. 

 

Gala Day – Jan 16th 2016. This is an event where teams of four, two ladies and two gents form a team and 

play a round robin tournament during the afternoon with cash prizes.  Entry Forms are available at Recep-

tion.  

 

Bowls Drive – a very enjoyable afternoon with the results recorded above.  

 

Junior News - Thomasina Goodman 
2014 -2015 School of Excellence Results 

On Sunday 30th November 2014 nine of BIBC juniors entered the first round of the School of Excellence 

against sixteen other juniors from around the Somerset Region. 

There were only sixteen places available in the next round.  All nine juniors got through, one as a reserve. 

Three of our 15 year olds joined the juniors at BIBC on the 17th January for the Regional Finals.  As a result 

of these finals Jordan Sparey representing our seniors with Luke Kelly and Jessica Thorley representing our 

juniors went forward to the National Finals of the School of Excellence on 25th October at Melton Mowbray.  

In actual fact they represented Somerset and were three of the four competitors from the South West region.  

They may not have won but as was said at the presentation ‘32 of the best national young players’ were 

standing on the green.  Three of them came from BIBC.  Well done to Jordan, Jess and Luke and to those 

who support them in their bowling. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

Junior v Jersey Tournament Fund Raising  

A Hallowe'en disco was held at the club on Friday 17th October to raise money for the "Jersey" trip organ-

ised by two of the Juniors Mums - Yvonne Dillon and Lucy Hicks.  Sweets, cakes, lollipops and "hot dogs" 

were sold to name just a few!  Everyone entered into the "spirit" of the evening which was a great success 

and raised £329.00!!!!!   Well done "Mums" 

 

A quiz evening was organised with the help of Alan Edwards who acted as quiz master. 

Sadly this was not as well supported as was expected, including the sale of rolls and a football card  

£35.00 was raised. 

 

The Bowl-a-thon held on 23rd October was well supported and enjoyed by all. A very big THANK YOU to 

all who took part (and Angela for her help on the day!) and to all members who put money in the bucket!!  It 

all helped to raise over £150.   

 

The next Bingo evening is on Friday 30th October. 

 

Sponsors in the form of the Rotary - Bristol South, have been found for track suits for the juniors to whom 

we thank very much for their generosity.  Suppliers have been found and the design is under discussion so 

fingers crossed it won't be long before the juniors are wearing them! 

 

BIBC Competitions - Tony Down 

Please support our competition secretary and enter the club competitions.  There is a competition for bow-

lers of all expertise, novice and experienced bowlers alike.  Entry forms are at Reception.  

 

‘200 Club’ - Geoff Arnold 

BIBC runs a ‘200’ club at a cost of £12 per season, 1st September to 31st August.  Members are invited to 

join during the year and the cost is reduced pro rata.  There are cash prizes each month with a bumper draw 

at Christmas.  Forms to join are available at Reception.  

 

Marketing 

BIBC were invited to take part in an event at Victoria Park Junior School to conclude their Healthy Schools 

week. Bowls was one of the many sports that took part and it was pleasing that the time spent in the school 

was rewarded by the interest of the parents many of whom are on track to visit BIBC. 

 

Defibrillator Course  - St John’s Ambulance 

This was held at BIBC proving to be very useful now that the club is in possession of a defibrillator which is 

located at Reception.  As much interest was shown in this two hour course a repeat course is being held on 

18th November.  Reserve your place with Angela. 

 

Weekend Activity at BIBC 

Now that the winter bowls is well under way and weekends can be extremely busy we ask for volunteers to 

step forward at these busy times.  It may be that you can help out before or after a game or when the bar is 

congested, in which case please speak to Angela or just offer your help! 

Also we would like to thank those volunteers who devote much of their time especially at weekends in  

helping to run the club.  Their assistance is invaluable. 

 

Membership   

Membership Cards are available for your collection at Reception whilst locker keys are available from  

Angela or Wendy. 

If you are a new member or do not have a photo on your membership card please speak to the volunteer at 

Reception, Angela or Wendy to have your photograph taken.   

 



 

  

 

 

The J & C Bowls Shop 

With Christmas approaching a simple way to purchase a present for bowls enthusiasts is to buy vouchers. 

Vouchers are available from the shop at the value of £10 each. 

 

And finally- 

Please fill in league cards carefully and check scores with the opposition at the end of the game.  BIBC  

results volunteer John Duggan has great fun deciphering names and the scores!  He will be very grateful in 

your cooperation. 

 

Please read ALL the information on the notice boards around BIBC to keep up to date with activities. 

We try to do our best to make sure that everyone knows everything about events at the club. 

 

For more club information, competitions, league and match results visit BIBC website: 

http://www.bristolindoorbowls.org.uk/  

Follow up national competition information on the EIBA web site:  http://www.eiba.co.uk/  

For photographs visit :http://www.flickr.com/photos/bristolindoorbowls/albums 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


