
     	 	 	 	  	 	 	

September 2014 Newsletter

Letter from the Chairman:

It is good to see the return of many familiar faces coupled with the faces of previous members who have 
returned this season and most importantly the many new members, some of whom are totally new to bowls 
and others who are trying indoor bowls after bowling outdoors. A warm welcome to you all.

Changes to the league playing rotas are inevitable at this time of year as new teams wish to join leagues and 
others withdraw. For those of you who have not yet found teams to play in, or league team secretaries who 
are looking for new team members, please use the book at reception to register your requirements and speak 
with Angela Green, the Club Coordinator who will do her best to accommodate everyone’s requirements.

A number of new bowling opportunities flowing from the bowls development initiative will shortly start at 
the club: 
The adult/junior australian pairs league to be played at 4.15 on a Friday afternoon still needs one more adult 
plus a couple of pool players before we will have the ten teams ready to play at the beginning of October. 

The new singles league has 14 players who have recorded their interest . I if we can get that number up to 18 
then we will be able to start this new league in October with all rinks being occupied. This will be an 
evening league starting at 8.20 p.m. on a Wednesday played in a box ladder format with each person playing 
the others in their box with promotion up and down once the box matches are complete. This will settle 
down to have boxes with similar standard of players whilst maintaining the opportunity to progress to higher 
boxes during the season. Singles matches are the best way for bowlers to improve their playing ability and 
we hope that by the end of September we will have a full compliment of 18 bowlers registered to play.

As a club we have to date focused on novice and junior coaching with the occasional skills day to help 
intermediate bowlers improve their bowling ability. This year we are introducing a series of intermediate 
bowls coaching modules which will enable all intermediate bowlers to learn and practice bowling skills. To 
add an edge at the end of every coaching session there will be a competition for the bowlers to earn points. 
These will be added up and eventually the four bowlers with the highest scores will be eligible to enter a 
play off to decide the winner and runner up who will be presented with their awards at the annual 
presentation evening. The notice for bowlers wishing to join the intermediate bowls coaching course is on 
the main notice board and will be dealt with on a first come first served basis. 

It was pleasing to see the number of people at the Open Session on Sunday14th September. It is always a 
pleasure for me to see the excitement that people feel when they try bowls for the first time, realise what a 
great game it is and immediately sign up for their novice coaching sessions. 
There is a “Bring a Friend” free open session on Sunday 19th October between 10.00 a.m. and 4.00 p.m. I 
hope that many of you will think about coming to this event with a friend(s) to encourage more people to 
find out abour great sport.

We have updated the Member’s Booklet and Year Book, which are free. All members are encouraged to take 
a copy from reception. The Member’s Booklet has been expanded to include a section on etiquette so that 
bowlers are reminded of this important part of the sport.

 



We have also completed the unified novice bowls coaching approach for the club combining the best of the 
BDA, EBCS and SBCA styles so that all coaches operate in the same manner at the club. In addition we 
have produced a coaching booklet for use by the novice so that they can see their coaching plan. These
documents are available for all coaches and those interested in acting as helpers.
Those of you who were at the club on the morning of Friday 19th September will have seen 60 year 3
pupils from the West Town Lane Academy experiencing their first taste of bowling. The atmosphere of 
excitement shown by these pupils was infectious and some showed natural bowling ability .  We hope that 
some of those pupils will join the Saturday morning juniors coaching sessions and that using contacts that 
members have we may be able to encourage more primary school classess to come to the club to enable 
bowls to reach a wider audience and swell our junior numbers.

Looking ahead we have the Bowls Drive on the afternoon of Sunday October 12th. The competition 
operates on an umbrella basis with the winner receiving a cup and an additional prize for the spider competi-
tion. This is being organised by the club captains and will be advertised shortly. I would be pleased to see as 
many members as possible coming along to this fun bowling afternoon.

Finally three quick reminders:
• All league teams are encouraged to wear coloured league team shirts. This makes the atmosphere at the 

club so much more attractive. Thanks to those already wearing coloured shirts and a request to those still 
wearing white tops to please consider wearing a coloured league team shirt.   These are available through 
the bowls shop or by direct purchase. If you cannot pursuade your team to wear a coloured shirt then you 
are encouraged to wear the club shirt

• The first Laws of Bowls notice has been placed on the main notice board. Members are encouraged to
 ensure everyone complies with these laws.

• League Team Secretaries are reminded that they must register their team players all of whom must have 
paid their subscription before playing at the club. 

Enjoy your indoor season

Lewis D Toman

 

West Town Lane Academy Year 3 children experiencing 
bowls at BIBC



Ladies Matches -  Verna Alford
Availability sheets are in the ladies changing room for the EIBA national ladies competitions the Masons 
Trophy and the Yetton Trophy.  Also sheets for the Somerset County Women’s Indoor Bowls Association 
(SCWIBA) matches.  If you are a member of BIBC you are entitled to add your name to any of the 
availability sheets.   Selection will take place in due course by the ladies selection team.

Friendly Weekend Matches – Cedric Gunson
The season starts with our first match on Saturday October 11th against Cotswold. Availability Sheets for all 
our matches up to Christmas are on our Notice Board in the Club, so please put your names down. I will be 
selecting on October 7th.
I must draw your attention to an away coach match in Plymouth on Sunday December 14th. Surely a "must" 
for you.

Club Tour to Torquay - Jan 9th/11th 2015.
We still have a few vacancies for this tour. Details and application forms are available at Reception. A de-
posit of £25 is payable.

Competition Secretary Report – Tony Down
Welcome back to the winter bowling season.  I hope everyone has had a good summer outdoor bowls. The 
weather was certainly on your side this year for a change.

Entry forms for the Club Competitions are now available and as usual the closing date to let me have your 
entry is Sunday November 30th after which date no entries will be accepted.

This year we have added another new competition for our novice bowlers, who may be reluctant to enter 
other competitions thinking they would have little chance of winning. This will be an Open Four Wood Pairs 
competition, where they will be competing against other bowlers who have less than three years bowling 
experience.

We also plan to run again the Senior/Junior Australian Pairs which on Finals Weekend last year produced 
one of the best finals of the weekend. This year however, only the adult need put their name on the competi-
tion entry form as Nigel Green, who is in charge of the Junior players, will be producing a separate entry 
form for them.  Once all the names are received then Nigel and I will produce the pairings.

The Top Club Competition, where we need 16 club teams to enter has proved very popular since we first ran 
it three years ago. This is the only Fours competition offered, so hopefully it will be supported as well as it 
has been before. 

Marketing - Wendy Toman
Members of the club will be promoting BIBC at the Celebration of Age Festival at the M Shed on the 27th 
September.  You may have seen this advertised in the local magazines and papers detailing sessions at BIBC 
when visitors to the Festival can try bowls.
Members will also be present on the same day at Faith Space, Stackpool Road where BIBC has been invited 
to take part in the fund raising event with bowls activities.  If you are in the area pop in and say hi!

Emails – Wendy Toman
Whilst not wanting to bombard members with emails the club is keen to communicate with as many as
possible with communications such as the monthly Newsletter. 
Do we have your email address?  If you have shared your email address with us and do not receive the 
Newsletter let Angela know.  

 



Membership Cards
The membership forms are being processed at the present time with Membership cards being available from 
Monday 13th October.  If you are a new member and have not had your photograph taken for your 
membership card please ask at reception
 
Leagues – Eddie Haines
This season the league results are available on the BIBC web site in a new format.  Investigation of the
internet link will reveal that under the League Manager Title you will be able to access the Leagues, Teams, 
Fixtures and Results.  Enjoy browsing on your Mac, PC, Tablet and smart phone to check out your fixtures, 
rinks results …..

Juniors 
At the invitation of Greville Smyth Community Bowls Club, BIBC coaches were busy during the summer 
coaching bowls to children on school holiday.  On the final session 25 children attended showing how 
popular the sport can be with youngsters.  This work at GSCBC has led to some of those juniors becoming 
members of BIBC.  Well done to all the coaches who gave their time for the sport.

This week BIBC juniors are beginning their training for the School of Excellence with the first round on 30th 
Nov at Taunton Deane and the second at BIBC on the 17th January.  New junior bowlers are being absorbed 
into the training,  we wish them well and a fun time.

Paul Brown @ the Commonwealth Games
Paul Brown, a member of BIBC, skipped the Bronze medal team in the B6, B7, B8 para bowls sport event at  
the Glasgow Commenwealth Games. Paul talked of his experiences at the games at the AGM and has now 
kindly agreed to share photographs of the event with us.  The photographs will be available for screening on 
the BIBC TV for us all to share.

Sunday 12th October BIBC Bowls Drive – 
After the wonderful outdoor bowls weather this year, it was thought appropriate to bring the hot weather 
indoors with an ‘Hawain’ Theme.  So dig out those floral prints and beach hats and enjoy an afternoon of 
fun bowls.  The bowls activity will be similar to umbrella format with rink changes after every 5 ends with 
individuals keeping their own score.
If you are new to bowling and/or the club please join in.  The scoring system used means that all participants 
have an opportunity of winning a prize!

This year there will be prizes for the highest scores: 1st prize £30 and Sam Diaz Trophy, 2nd prize £25, 3rd 
prize £20.  There will be additional prizes of £15 for the best outfit and the highest scoring Junior

Sunday 19th October  Bring a Friend Open Day 10am to 4pm.  A chance to encourage all those friends and 
neighbours who would like to visit Bristol Indoor Bowls, view the facilities, play on the rinks and discover 
BIBC for themselves.  

For more club information, competitions, league and match results visit BIBC website: 
http://www.bristolindoorbowls.org.uk/ 
For national competition information visit: http://www.eiba.co.uk/ 
For club photographs visit :http://www.flickr.com/photos/bristolindoorbowls/

 


