
 

  

              

 

 

 
 

 

 

   
 

April 2014 Newsletter 

 
Letter from the Chairman 
Another winter season closes and minds now turn to outdoor and indoor summer bowling.  

 

The short “between season” shutdown this year saw a valiant team of volunteers throughly cleaning the 

property. Thanks are due to them for their very hard work. Some further minor property improvements will 

be carried out before the next main season starts. 

 

At the end of the main season it is timely to express thanks to the club officers, directors and all other volun-

teers without whose energy and commitment the club would not exist. As you will read later in the newslet-

ter we are always needing fresh faces to come forward and help in the multitude of different  

volunteer roles at the club. If you are not already doing so please consider offering to provide some  

support next season. 

 

We were pleased to arrange a visit to the club by the Mayor, George Ferguson, on the evening of Friday 4
th

 

April following his first bowls experience at the “Make Sundays Special” event last summer. This took a 

great deal of perseverance to arrange but it was felt important that the Bristol Mayor was aware of the facili-

ties available and the activities at the club. It was a very short visit but he managed to speak with a number 

of our members whilst taking in the impressive sight of nine rinks bowling in the Friday  

evening league session. 

 

One of the highlights in the club’s calendar is the Presentation Evening which this year was held on  

Friday April 25
th

. Over 125 people attended with meals being eaten at every available table! Club  

competition and league winners and runner ups all received certificates with league winners being  
presented with shields, and all competition winners and runners up receiving permanent awards as well as 

the winners being presented with the winners cups.  It was particularly pleasing to present the awards for the 

first ever Junior/Adult australian pairs competition won by Ben Kelly and Kevin Griffiths in one of the most 

exciting finals, won on the final end in the tie break. Beryl Vitali and Hilda Brace showed that age is no bar-

rier to winning when they received the ladies pairs cup. Barry Barry was a winner in four club competitions, 

including the open and mens singles events - an amazing achievement. 

 

Looking forward to the main season starting in September it is anticipated that three new leagues will be 

playing: 

The adult/junior australian pairs league needs just one more adult before we will have the full complement 

of 10 teams to play from 4.10 - 6.15 on a Friday afternoon. We will need some junior and adult pool players 

available to help out during the season. 

A singles league playing in a box format was announced in the March Newsletter. Bowlers will play the 

other members in their box within a set time, following which the top player will go up a box and the bottom 

player will drop down a box. The jack will be set at full length with variable mat position. If the jack moves 

it will be left where it lies unless it needs respotting. Visits to the head will be allowed once after both third 

woods have been delivered. Members not available to play at the set time have flexibility to rearrange their 

matches within the date by which all the box matches must be played. 

Interest has been expressed by members in playing in both a daytime and a separate evening singles league 

using this format. Those of you who have signed up for these leagues please ensure that you signed the form 

for the right league. These are located on the pool table. Other members wishing to play in these leagues 



 

  

please sign up or ring Angela to confirm your interest. The proposals are for the daytime league to be played 

on Wednesdays from 4.10 p.m.  to 6.15 p.m. and the evening league to be played on either a Tuesday or 

Wednesday evening between 8.15 p.m. and 10.20 p.m. 

 

The  Bristol Open Planet Bowls Event will be returning to the club next year. Additionally a new national 

competition arranged by Planet Bowls is open to all club members to enter. There is a brief outline below 

with full details  available either from planetbowls.com or reading the poster on the club notice board. 

 

Please don’t forget the British Wheelchair Indoor Bowls Association event being held at the club over the 

weekend of 31st May/1st June. Members support will be appreciated at this new event for the club.  Helpers 

and spectators are very welcome and of course any physically disabled friends and neighbours invited  as 

well.  As you know our facilities are fully accessible.  

 

Head of Men’s Selectors  Terry Barnes 

As another indoor season comes to an end, it is worth reflecting on how successfully the club has  

performed as demonstrated by the role of honour in last month's newsletter. 

 

We are a very strong club that should continue to prosper providing we have the commitment of our  

senior bowlers.  Many times, this season, we have had the bare numbers available for selection, so could a 

few more consider, please, putting their names down so that we can develop all levels of bowlers through 

our friendly matches, Somerset and Wessex Leagues.  Our juniors have benefitted from bowling in both 

Leagues and it has been a joy to see how well they are progressing. 

 

Please, please do not think you do not have the ability to be selected as our selection policy is that the Som-

erset League matches are used to give everyone an opportunity. Chis Lowden, Peter Collins & Nigel Green 

have done a brilliant job in resurrecting our presence in the Somerset League and the players have been very 

successful in coming second in the League with promotion to the first division - well done! 

 

Thanks to everyone who has given up his time to represent the Club and a special thank you to my fellow 

selectors, Jason Ovens and Nigel Green. 

 

After 5 years as Chairman of Selectors, it is time to stand down and let new blood come forward.  I wish the 

Selectors every success and hope all bowlers will support them.  They have a very difficult job trying to sat-

isfy everybody.  Without selectors, the Club would not exist. 

 

Have a good summer. 

Terry Barnes 

 

Weekend Friendly Captain  Cedric Gunson 

2014 GALA DAY RESULTS 

16 Mixed teams of 4 took part in the Fourth Annual Bristol Indoor Bowls Gala Day on Sunday March 9
th

 

2014. 

After each team had completed four 8 end matches, the “CRAMS” team comprising :-  

Maureen Goslin, Shirley Parker, Roger Hill & Cedric Gunson came out the winners having won all 4 

matches. 

Runners-up after a count back, having won 3 matches were the “AVONBLUES” Marlene& Philip Jennings, 

John Whitnell & Margaret Ford 

Third place went to the “STRAWBERRY PICKERS” Dawn & Steve Eastment with Trish & Ray Newell. 

 

School of Excellence Regional Final held in Exeter 28th April 2014 Thomasina Goodman 

The children had a successful day with Liam White BIBC’s top scorer coming 3
rd

 overall with 72 points. 

Bradley Cox scored 67, Jessica Thorley scored 58, Ben Beames scored 66  

All the children enjoyed the day and the challenges and were a credit to BIBC.  Liam awaits to hear if he 

goes through to the National Final in September. 



 

  

 

Sunday Evening Mixed League 

We are looking to encourage the number teams to play in this league which takes place from 6pm to 8pm.  

This is a mixed league, comrpising two male and two female bowlers.  Check your diaries and Angela will 

give you further information and take your names if you are interested. 

 

Planet Bowls UK Open Singles competition. 

The format is club entries to produce two winners with these matches to be played between Sept 2014 and 

January 2014. 

These winners then play off through 3-4 local area rounds between Jan 2015 and April 2015. 

The last 64 play in a Grand Final at Boston IBC from 1st - 3rd May 2015. 

The entry fee is £5 with all entry money being paid back in prize money. 

Planet Bowls anticipate a prize fund of over £10,000. 

 

Bristol Harbourside Festival  

BIBC is once again planning to take the sport of bowls out to the public on the 19
th

 and 20
th

 July at the Bris-

tol Harbourside Festival.  We are planning to be located on the same site as last year in Museum Square.  

More information on this will be circulated in due course. 

 

The Bowls Shop at BIBC 

Ikon Sports have sold their Henleaze outlet with all their bowls stock and future bowls sales to be carried out 

from the club shop.  This will be open during the summer on Tuesdays 10am to 4pm and Thursdays 10am to 

2pm for your immediate bowls needs. 

 

Competition Secretary  Tony Down 

Thank you to all who took part in the club competitions and the the finalists taking part in the Finals Week-

end which resulted in some very exciting matches.  Thank you for your support in making this years compe-

titions uncomplicated  to administer.   

Special congratulations to those new members who joined in the club competitions in which we hope you 

enjoyed taking part.   

 
 

For more club information, competitions, league and match results visit BIBC website: 

http://www.bristolindoorbowls.org.uk/  

For national competition information visit: http://www.eiba.co.uk/  

For photographs visit :http://www.flickr.com/photos/bristolindoorbowls/ 

Barry Barry winner 

of four BIBC  

competitions 


